INTRODUCTION

We would like to learn more about your experiences here
at the college, and whether or not you are planning to
transfer to a four-year institution, and why. For those of
you who already have transferred, we would like to find
out what influenced your decision, and how the process
has been in terms of credit transfer and other transitional
factors. We will be asking you a series of questions about
your experiences and how the staff, faculty and services
offered here affected your decisions.

1. First, we would like to begin by collecting some basic information
from you - your age, enrollment status (full or part-time),
program or major, educational goals, and the number of college-
level credits completed.

2. How long have you been enrolled at this institution? Was this the

first college you attended?
» For those who already transferred: where are you currently
enrolled? Was this the first four-year college you attended?

3. What were your educational goals when you entered this college?
Have they changed? If yes, how? Why have they changed?

4. Did anyone here, or any experience here, influence you in
changing educational goals? What impact did a change have on
coursetaking, number of transferable credits, other?

APPENDIX C

STUDENT INTERVIEW GUIDE

5. If transfer is a goal: what level/type of institution are you

planning to attend? If you selected a specific institution, how?
» For those who already transferred: how did you select your
current institutions

6. How do you know/find out whether courses you take are
transferable?

7. What is your current situation in terms of accumulating the
credits needed to transfer or graduate?

8. What is the process for transfer? Who do you seek out or where
do you go to get help with information on your status or on the

transfer process?
» For those who already transferred: what was good about
the process? What could be improved?

9. Who (family, institutional officials, teachers, friends, etc.)
encouraged you in pursuing your education? In planning to
transfer?

10. How likely do you think it is that you will transfer in the next year

or two?
» For those who already transferred, how satisfied are
you with your choice? Are you considering changing
institutions in the future?

Thank you very much for your time, we appreciate your
feedback. Please be assured that your responses will re-
main anonymous.
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APPENDIX E

INSTITUTIONAL PROFILE MATRIX

IN-STATE
MAIN TUITION &  SIZE %

NO. OF CAMPUS FEES (FALL 2008 % % % - FED.
INSTITUTION CAMPUSES  LOCALE (2007-08)  ENROLLMENT)  MINORITY FEMALE OVER 24 GRANTS
Northeast Texas Community College 6 remote town  $2,118 1,010 28% 53% 17% 59% 63%
Laredo Community College 2 mid-size city  $2,766 7,831 98% 58% 32% 62% 12%
Southwest Texas Junior College A rural $2,335 4,716 85% 59% 30% 59% 70%
Tarrant Community College suburb of
- Southeast 5 large city $1,512 IPEDS data unavailable for single district campus
Trinity Valley Community College 4 small town $1,650 5,046 16% 67% 34% 5%  48%
The Victoria College 2 small city $1,970 4,002 40% 66% 33% 67% 35%

Source: National Center for Education Statistics IPEDS Fall 2008 Enrollment Survey
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