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Motivation & policy context
What is the current state of FAFSA completion at the

school level?

Why is it important to improve FAFSA completion
rates?

How do we identify where we can do better?

Context




National FAFSA completions by high school seniors
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Current FAFSA filing rates by state
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Data sources

 Weekly download from Federal Student Aid (FSA)
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School-level FAFSA completion
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Research design

What factors might impact FAFSA
completion rates?
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Design
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High FAFSA potential schools

!

Lower than predicted FAFSA completion
High proportion of students with financial need

High college aspiration rate




106 public high schools identified as
“high FAFSA potential”
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Findings



How can we use this data to improve
FAFSA completion and reduce inequality
In college access?

Implications



Thank You!

Questions?

ebruecker@wisc.edu
@elliebruecker
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