


• Signature federal student financial aid program for low-

income undergraduate students (Baum, 2015). 

• Differing policy responses to Pell Grant program by White 

House and Congress (Douglas-Gabriel, 2017). 

• Even with modest increases in Pell maximum, decreased 

purchasing power for college costs (Cahalan et al., 2017). 

 

• Knowledge Need: To understand who benefits from federal 

financial aid policy. 

• Knowledge Need: To understand the connection between 

benefitting from federal financial aid policy and supporting 

such policy. 















  









• data table slide 









 



 















• Unequal geographic distribution of Pell Grant spending 

across the United States; warranted given the  geographic 

variation in higher education and community characteristics. 

• Descriptive evidence that Pell Grants are targeted toward 

economically disadvantaged districts with low 

postsecondary attainment. 

• Association between financial benefit of the Federal Pell 

Grant program and legislative activity. 

• Differences in legislative support for Pell Grant program by 

political parties. 

 

 • Spatial regression analysis to understand simultaneous 

relationships between localized characteristics and Pell 

Grant spending. 

• Exploring other measures of “support” for Federal Pell 

Grant program. 

 

 




